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Introduction

The name of Bedrock brings to mind an interesting amalgam of rock (as in the Catskills), 

barn (as in barn-raising) and bed.  As our design approach to this project, this amalgam is 
emblematic of ASsociety’s stated mission of marrying media art projects and cross over technologies 
with organic farming. And it doesn’t hurt that Bedrock can also be seen as a whimsical nod to the 
imaginary, sustainable Neolithic world depicted in the animated series the Flintstones.  Big ideas often 
come in small packages!  Whimsy is an energy!
  
Bedrock also proposes that an artist community deserves an ambitious architectural expression that 

can inspire residents through its exploration of space, structure, 
light and enclosure. 

Recognizing that architecture is inseparable from construction, and that promoting local building 
practices and culture are key goals in a sustainable environment, Bedrock interprets ASsociety’s desire 
to enlist volunteers to help with the construction process as a reimagining of the traditional practice of 
barn-raising. 

As teachers ourselves, we propose to make Bedrock an educational opportunity by 
working with ASsociety to invite local and regional students to participate in the project.  We in turn 
can invite our architecture students to participate.

For the purposes of providing a working budget for Bedrock, we have specified materials that will 
work well in the execution of the project.  However, nothing is set in stone.  Bedrock is a concept.  
Everything specified in the following statement is open to discussion with ASsociety, local suppliers 
and builders.  We assume that all components shall be tailored to local conditions, availability and 
costs as the project moves into the purchasing and construction phases. 



Bedrock is proposed as a simple wood 
frame structure with wood truss roof 

natural daylighting, our strategy sheathes 

Bedrock in translucent corrugated

As a renowned architect once commented to us while 
showing us his translucent house in Dutchess county, “I 
can never again live in an opaque house.” 

Bedrock

Designed as a , independent community housing type, Bedrock employs 

sustainable strategies beyond the simple deployment of green technologies.  We 
pay careful consideration to ASsociety’s prescription to consider shipping and travel 

materials that are locally manufactured and available.  The greenest technology can often 
conceal a deep carbon footprint. 

 

 While Bedrock’s interior walls are mostly clad in low VOC plywood, with 
discrete window and non-window openings, the roof is composed primarily of insulation 

for the overall structure.  

We have opted for an alternative translucent insulation composed of corn-
starch based, bio-degradable packing peanuts, 
to be used throughout.  This will allow for protection from temperature swings while still 
allowing considerable light to pass through for daylighting.   The result will be a 

 glow inside during the day and a glowing pressence
on the landscape at night .      
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Equipped with the optional wood burning stove, this system will allow for comfortable 
year round use.  

In order to allow for relocation and to sit lightly on the land, foundations are to be remov-

able, reusable screw piles available locally.  These pilings do not require the extensive and 
invasive excavation of stone or concrete foundations.  Simply put, these piles are screwed directly into 
the undisturbed ground to support the main perimeter beams to which each assembled cabin will be 
bolted.  This system will provide the necessary support against the considerable overturning forces of 
wind and the heaving and settling of the ground due to freeze/thaw and rain.  When relocation is 

transport. 

A gutter system will feed water to the collection tanks on the underside of the cabin.  A 

small electric pump or hand pump will then be used to feed the water to the gravity 
tanks above the kitchen and bath support unit.  

Re-circulating solar water heaters on the roof will then heat the water and feed the 

sink and shower.  These solar water heaters will be assembled on site from discarded 
refrigerator radiator coils.  The tanks holding the heated water will radiate 
additional heat to the cabin.

In as much as photovoltaic cells contain a large carbon footprint and produce toxic byproducts during 

production, we propose the installation of a net-metered wind turbine to supply the 

energy costs.

Summary

Bedrock strives to be a lasting, holistic sustainable and relocatable system.  Once assembled, we 
foresee a long life cycle.  And when the time comes, Bedrock can be deconstructed to supply materials 
for future projects.

fiberglass panels.
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